Crossett City Council met in regular session on March 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Crossett
Public Library.

Roll call was taken as follows:

Present: Mayor Crystal Marshall, Clerk/Treasurer Clark Terrell, City Attorney
Tyler Mills

Councilmembers: Dan Pevy, Kerstin Mondragon, Sheila Phillips, CT Foster, James
Knight

Absent: Councilmember Chris Gill

Mayor Marshall opened the meeting with prayer and pledge of allegiance led by Heidi Meeks.

Motion by Councilwoman Mondragon, seconded by Councilwoman Phillips to approve the
meetings of the financial review and the regular council meeting of February 23, 2026. Roll
call vote. All vote yes. Motion passed and minutes were approved.

Motion by Councilman Knight, seconded by Councilman Pevy to approve the February, 2026
financial reports. Roll call vote. All vote yes. Motion passes.

Mayor Marshall informed the council that Dr. Barry Thompson had requested to be on the
agenda to advocate for a burn ban within the city limits of Crossett. She had requested that
instead of council meeting, a town hall meeting be held in order to hear citizens opinion on
this matter. Council agrees and sets meeting for April 2 at 5:00 p.m. at the Crossett Police
Department Court Room.

Mayor Mashall stated that in partnership between the city and Energy, street light have been
added between McDonald’s Restaurant and Walmart. Eventually 2 more lights will be placed
at Hwy 82 and Fairview and they are looking at adding a light at Hwy. 82 and Ray Lochala
Road. These lights were installed on existing poles, costing the city nothing for construction.
The only cost to the city will be roughly $125/month for the actual energy used by these
lights.

Mayor Marshall asked Parks and Recreation Director Val Gaught to update on the Lucas
Pond fishing ordinance. Mrs. Gaught reminded the council that at a previous meeting,
Arkansas Game and Fish Representative was present to discuss the fish population at Lucas
Pond. He recommended certain changes to the city ordinance on the size and limits of the
fish caught out of the pond. A proposed ordinance was tabled at that meeting to research the
use of outboard motors on the pond. AGFC has requested that the ordinance be brought back
to the council in order to enforce the issue. Ordinance 2026-1 was presented setting the
following limits on fish:

Crappie — 8” and over, daily limit of 30

Bass — No length or size limit, daily limit of 10

Catfish — 12” or over, daily limit of 10

Bream — No length or size limit, daily limit of 30



Motion by Councilwoman Mondragon to have the proposed ordinance read in its entirety.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Dan Pevy. Roll call vote. All vote yes. Motion passed
and proposal was read by Mayor Council Member Tristan Mercer. Motion by Councilwoman
Mondragon, seconded by Councilman Foster to suspend the 3-day reading rule and have Mr.
Mercer read the ordinance for second reading by title only. Roll call vote. All vote yes.
Motion passed and ordinance was read by title only. Motion by Councilwoman Mondragon,
seconded by Councilman Knight to further suspend the rule and have read for 3 and final
reading by title only. Roll call vote. All vote yes. Motion passed and ordinance was read ty
title only. Motion by Councilwoman Mondragon, seconded by Councilman Foster to adopt
Ordinance 2026-1. Roll call vote. All vote yes. Motion passed and ordinance was adopted.

Director of Public Works Bo Higginbotham asked council to consider an emergency
resolution for replacing roof at 201 Main Street. Mr. Higginbotham stated that during the ice
storm in January, the roof at the city hall annex building sustained major damage. The roof
continues to leak causing more damage to the ceiling and carpet within the building.
Insurance adjuster has come and approved replacing the roof. This resolution would declare
an emergency and allow us to have the roof done without competitive bidding. Motion by
Councilwoman Mondragon, seconded by Councilwoman Phillips to have Resolution 2026-1
read. Roll call vote. All vote yes. Motion passed and Mr. Mercer read the proposed
resolution. Motion by Councilwoman Mondragon, seconded by Councilman Foster adopt the
resolution. Roll call vote. All vote yes and Resolution 2026-1 is adopted. Motion by
Councilwoman Mondragon, seconded by Councilman Foster to approve the emergency
clause. Roll call vote. All vote yes. Motion passed.

Department Updates:

Public Works — Bo Higginbotham

New dumpsters have arrived and we are in the process of replacing some of the older,
dilapidated ones. Parking lot at Sports Complex is under construction. This stems from
damage done by Energy while they were using the lot for staging area during the ice storm.
Energy is paying for all repair expense.

Fire Department — Michael Willhite
Reminder that time changes this weekend and it’s a good time to change batteries in fire
alarms.

Police Department — Clint Bradberry

The department has secured a grant to pay for a trained drug dog. Officer Zach Childress will
be the dog handler and he will be attending training also with the dog in Texas. The police
department has also received a 22’ enclosed trailer donated by Cynergy. Department has also
been notified that they have been awarded a grant from the Attorney General’s office for body
cameras. He is also working on grants for laptop computers in each vehicle to aid officers in
reports.

Parks and Recreation — Val Gaught

There are a few trees down in the city park. Arrangements have been made to have these
removed. Currently there are 3 events scheduled for auditorium. Arkansas Game and Fish
Administration is scheduled to stock Lucas Pond with 25,000 blue gill fish in June.



Mayor Marshall introduced John Wilkerson and Jack Critcher from Arkansas Municipal
League. Mr. Wilkerson and Mr. Critcher recognized State Representative Howard Beaty and
State Senator Ben Gillmore for excellent service to South Arkansas and presented both with
District Legislatures Award

STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS:

Mayor Marshall reminded the council that recent business closures (recently announced Hood
Packaging and The Pillars) have been a set back to the city but feels certain that we can
weather the storms and rise above the news. She updated the accomplishments of each
department over the past year and spoke of the plans for the upcoming years. Mayor Marshall
spoke of the grants that have been received and the ones applied for. She reiterated what a
great honor it has been to serve as Mayor of the City of Crossett. She stated that with recent
accidents that have effected her family, she feels that it is time that she dedicates more time to
them. She announced that she will not be running for reelection at the end of this term.
Mayor Marshall added that there are still several months left in this term and she will continue
to strive to do the best for the City of Crossett and its citizens.

Mayor Marshall opened the floor for the council. Councilwoman Mondragon thanked the
mayor for her service, adding that she has been a great leader and ambassador for the city.

With no other comments from the council, Mayor Marshall opened the floor to the audience.
Mr. James Phifer commended the mayor on the work she has done for the citizens of the City

of Crossett, particularly thanking her for working to help make the MLK March a success.

With no other business, the meeting adjourned.



